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 Is a useful tool for change and improvement at the local level

 Seeks to change and transform ‘practitioners’ practices, their understandings of
their practices, and the conditions in which they practice

 By being a collaborative process, it aims to become both a ‘democratic and
democratising process’

 Is self-reflexive, collaborative, political and suitable for dissemination

 Can be used in almost any setting where a problem involving people, tasks and
procedures needs a solution, or where some change of feature results in a more
desirable outcome
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(Cohen, Lawrence, & Keith, 2018)
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Action-research (02)

Action research can be used in a variety of areas, for example: 

 teaching the efficiency of some aspect of the administrative side of school life. methods: 

replacing a traditional method by a discovery method

 learning strategies: adopting an integrated approach to learning in preference to a single-

subject style of teaching and learning

 evaluative procedures: improving one’s methods of continuous assessment

 attitudes and values: encouraging more positive attitudes to work, or modifying pupils’ value 

systems with regard to some aspect of life

 continuing professional development of teachers: improving teaching skills, developing new 

methods of learning, increasing powers of analysis of heightening self-awareness

 management and control: the gradual introduction of different techniques of class management

 administration: increasing the efficiency of some aspect of the administrative side of school life.
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(Cohen, Lawrence, & Keith, 2018, p.748)
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Action-research (03)

It can be used to foster democratic institutions, encourage 

change, empower individuals and groups, encourage reflective 

practice and be a test-bed for new ideas and practices

(Creswell, 2002, 2013)
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Action-research (04)

‘is a collaborative transformative approach with joint focus on 

rigorous data collection, knowledge generation, reflection and 

distinctive action/change elements that pursue practical 

solutions’
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(Piggot-Irvine et al., 2015, as as cited in Cohen, Lawrence, & Keith, 2018, p.749)
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Action-research (05)

Principles and characteristics of action research

 makes for practical problem posing and problem solving and expanding knowledge

 enhances the competencies of participants

 is collaborative

 is undertaken directly in situ

 uses feedback from data in an ongoing cyclical process

 seeks to understand particular complex social situations

 seeks to understand the processes of change within social systems

 is undertaken within an agreed framework of ethics

 seeks to improve the quality of human actions

 focuses on those problems that are of immediate concern to practitioners

 is participatory
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(Cohen, Lawrence, & Keith, 2018, p.751-752)
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Action-research (06)

Principles and characteristics of action research

 frequently uses case study

 tends to avoid the paradigm of research that isolates and controls variables

 is formative, such that the definition of the problem, the aims and methodology may 

alter during the process of action research

 includes evaluation and reflection

 contributes to a science of education

 strives to render the research useable and shareable by participants

 is dialogical and celebrates discourse

 has a critical purpose in some forms

 strives to be emancipatory
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(Cohen, Lawrence, & Keith, 2018, p.751-752)
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Action-research (07)
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Action-research (08)
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Action-research (08)
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Action-research (10)
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Action-

research (12)
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Action-research (13)
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Action-research (14)
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1.What are the advantages of action research?

2.What are the disadvantages?
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